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I Guinea). His Excellency gave the most  car -park in anticipation of what was
inspiring speech about his own experi- about to occur. When the ribbon
ence in gaining literacy and officially had finally been cut and children

g opened the library with Anne  -Sophie allowed in: we almost had a riot
Hermann and Kevin Yaxley. He also amongst them in the scrabble to get
took time to give interviews to the press inside. Thanks to our experienced
and donated books to the library. guards Chris and Andrew, the chil-
dren were quickly told that they
would have to wait their turn as the
library can hold 35 children at a
maximum capacity. The word of the
opening of the library had travelled
far into the community thanks to the
work of Brian Combe, the Police
Commander at 6 Mile Police Station.

The combined efforts of catering and
support from Airways Hotel, the help of
the property staff at the Australian High
Commission, the shades and signage
provided by R&P Signs, the beautiful
music of Emmanuel Mailau (2009 ABC
Pacific Beat music award winner), the
distribution of cordial and treats by Pa-

The opening of the 6 Mile library is the
result of a long -term collaboration with
Airways who generously donated full
sponsorship for this much needed li-

brary. cific Industries and the presence of The children in this communi.ty have
Kevin Yaxley, Executive Director of Air- over a hundred guests including invited proven tq be |n.h|gh need of intel-
ways, suggested the opening of a li- ministers, VIPs and members of the 6 !ectual stimulation, as the settlement
brary next to the 6 Mile Police Station Mile community, made the event eve- is amongst the poorest in Port Mo-

resby and very few
children have access
to books or educa-
tion. Our fantastic
teachers Agnes and
Bailato nearly lost their
voices in the first week
in reading to the ea-
ger children and have
been extremely busy
since that first day as the children

keep coming back in equally high

and opposite the 6 Mile markets and
settlements back in early 2009, Buk
bilong Pikinini accepted the challenge
immediately as the proposed location
ticked all of the criteria. BbP tend to
find that placing a
next to a settlement, a market or a

health facility ensures that it is available
to a large number of children in need

of such a facility.

rything (and more!) than we could

Thanks to Airways Hotel Property group, have ever wished for

the Ezy House containers were installed numbers.

with the utmost attention to detail and Minister for Community Development, . .
care in order to withstand the Port Mo- Dame Carol Kidu, graced us yet again BbP smcerely_thanlfs everyone in-
resby weather - the containers are with her presence at the opening. She volved in m_aklng this library a suc-
raised on stilts and are shaded under gave a very supportive speech to BbP cess and wish to extend a special
large rain trees. and thanked Airways and the business thanks to our most generous donor.

community for providing such a mean-
ingful community service.  Kevin Yaxley
gave an equally moving speech in

which he expressed hope that some of
the children coming to the library

would one day be employed with Air-
ways Hotel and that the hotel would

The presence of His Excellency Grand
Chief Sir Paulius Matane, the Governor
General of Papua New Guinea, at the
official opening of the library pushed

the BbP team to a higher level of or-
ganisation. His Excellency Sir Paulius
arrived at 9:58

| -/', - /# am sharp with continue to support Buk bilong Pikinini
ol / s 7 his wife Lady in the future. The event was widely
{ B B Claudia covered in the media.
' h : % which in turn In the first days of installing the library

allowed us to at 6 Mile, we had not seen many chil-
run the open-  dren walk past and were a little wor-

»? ing according  ried about attracting enough children
" to schedule on a daily basis to fill the library. We
(something could not have been more wrong. In-

quite rare in deed, on the day of the opening close
Papua New to 200 children lined the fence of the
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Buk bilong Pikinini Lasponsored by Steamships

Buk bilong Pikinini opened its first children’s library outside of Port Moresby in December 2009. The Lae library is
the first of it's kind outside of Port Moresby and  isproudly sponsored by Steamships.  Steamships generously do-
nated the funds, site location and man power needed to construct the facility. The library is located next to
East West Transport, on Milford Haven Road, a short distance from the Papuan compound and Sawdust settle-

ment. The Lae library has been established using the "ezy house" container formula, previously seen at our very
successful Lawes Road and 6 Mile libraries.

Anne - Sophie, Fiona, Ali, Jemima & Leanne travelled to Lae in Morobe Province, courtesy of Air Niugini. Air
Niugini has been a long time supporter of Buk bilong Pikinini and without their generous assistance and flight
donations, this new library would not have been possible. We would also like to extend a huge welcome &

thanks to Paula Falconer who lives in Lae and has recently joined the Committee to manage this much

needed facility.

The library is currently attracting approximately 70 children each morning from throughout the city & has
proven to be yet another success story thanks to Paula and our talented new teaching duo, Jennifer Paka and
Linna Namu.

Steamships are currently our major sponsor. They fully fund the Lawes Road Library, this new Lae Library and as
we go to press, a third library situated in the Bird of Paradise Hotel, Goroka (see next newsletter for the full story).

THANK YOU TO STEAMSHIPS TRADING COMPANY LIMITED!
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Annd Sophle moves to Canberra...

After three years of hard work and focused dedication to the children of PNG, the founder of Buk bilong Pikinini, Ms
Anne -Sophie Hermann relocated with her family to Canberra, Australia in December last year.

Anne & Sophie started Buk bilong Pikinini, along with Anna Mukerjee, from one simple cardboard box of books back

in 2007. Six successful libraries later anda strong will to continue her unwavering resourcefulness and success of the
past 3 years, Anne 0 Sophie has approached her relocation back to Australia as a new platform to continue her
work with BbP.

Anne -Sophie says "The growth of Buk bilong Pikinini has been remarkable. A simple idea has materialised into six

fully-staffed libraries, supported by an ever  -growing Committee of dedicated women. The benefits of reading to chil-

dren are important, and in a country such as Papua New Guinea, where the literacy rate is amongst the lowest in

the world, being able to read and write cannot only give you hope but it can also be life changing. Buk bilong Pikin-

ini was created to give children access to books and to i nsj

While | have left PNG, | have not left my commitment to Buk bilong Pikinini. Thanks to the PNG High Commissioner in
Canberra, His Excellency Mr. Charles Lepani, | now have an office in his Mission to allow me to continue my work.

Without Buk bilong Pikinini, there are so many lovely people | would not have met, interesting and so call ed 6uns
pl aces | would not have visited, beautiful smiles from the ¢
and wiserd person, thanks to this experience. So, to all ¢t
the residence, the staff at the libraries, to our donors and sponsors - avery heartfelt "Thank You."

The Committee would like to extend a huge thank you to Anne 8 Sophie for her amazing vision, dedication and re-

sourcefulness that began this wonderful journey in the first place.



Port Moresby Headquarterssponsored by Nasfunt

Moreshy.

office.

January this year brought about
the opening of
first office. Thanks to Rod Mitchell,
CEO of Nasfund and honorary BbP
member, we now have a lovely
spacious office within the Nasfund
headquarters at 4 Mile in Port

B u k tacted on +675
340 8827, Fax

Box 5791 Boroko
NCD, PNG.

Boomerang Charity TrekWalking
the Kokoda Track
AND BACK AGAIN !

Hi gh

The
ager Rob Brown, and a group of dedicated trekkers

Australi an Commi s s

are seeking sponsorship for
Charity Treko6. The group ha
Kokoda Track in order to raise much needed funds for

Buk bilong Pikinini. Rob recently approached BbP to

propose the creation of a c¢
the St Johnés Hospital, sit
0St John6és are about to ope

wish to support a Buk bilong Pikinini library next door to
the hospital, which is where the funds raised from the

Buk bilong Pikinini can now be con-

bukbilongpikinini@gmail.com

The establishment of a BbP Head-
guarters has been a long term goal
for Buk bilong Pikinini. Due to the
exponential growth of the organi-
sation an office became essential.
We are extremely grateful to Rod
Mitchell and the staff at Nasfund
for assisting with the move, set up
and daily running of the

aekzsk=ael Buk bilong Pikinini broadcast to

countries across Asia, the Pacif
Indian SufContinent

Buk bilong Pikinini is soon to be broadcast to 44
countries throughout Asia, the Pacific and Indian
subcontinent thanks to Australia Network's weekly
program "Pacific Pulse". Tania Nugent, well  -known
front woman for Pacific Pulse, visited Port Moresby in
: March to spread the good word about Buk bilong
Pikinini to thousands of local and international view-

ers.

¢ Tania and her cameraman, John Bean, dedicated
a full day to discovering the inner workings and im-
pact of our organisation. The day started with an

F early morning visit to our very popular 6 Mile library ot

Land we were greeted by a large number of very
excited children ready to start their day of learning.

"Interviews were conducted with both parents, chil-
dren and teachers alike, focusing on the impact

rthat BbP is having on the 6 Mile community.

trek would come ind Mr Brow er
ent to the usual approach to Kokoda in that it is a Throughout the day the crew also visited our Hohola

@ o o me r atnekgWe will be walking up the track in library as well as the library at Port Moresby General

just six days, and back to the bottom again in the fol- Hospital. A very big thank you must go to His Excel-

l owing fouro. The trek i s s clencySirPaulias Matane, Governor General of PNG, AL
gust who generously donated his time, residence and

Buk bilong Pikinini is currently taking donations on be-
half of the Boomerang Trek. We urge those of you who
are able to jump onboard with this unique event to
please contact BbP if you are available to assist our
trekkers in any way.

Account Name: Buk bilong Pikinini - ACC#: 60013 10636
BSB: 038 007 Bank Name & Branch: Westpac Papua New
Guinea, Waigani

hospitality to be interviewed by Tania to discuss the
work of Buk bilong Pikinini. An equal thank you must
also go to Dame Carol Kidu who found time within
her busy schedule to discuss the importance of Buk
bilong Pikinini and the future possibilities that our or-
ganisation presents to the PNG society. The story will
be going to air sometime soon, the episode will also
be available online at
www.australianetwork.com/pacificpulse/
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Our very first Buk bilong Pikinini staff training day

This year BbP is

focused on con-
solidating our re-
sources, systems

For our teacher
librarians this
means the devel-
opment and deliv-
ery of literacy ac-
tivities, supported
by group work-
shops and individual training.

During January and February our
Librarian Manager, Leanne Res-
son, visited the libraries in Port
Moresby. Leanne became aware
that the teacher librarians
needed more support to help
plan individual programs for the
day, tailored to their different
needs. BbPs POM libraries have
three very different library envi-
ronments 8 POM General Hospital
with sick children, Lawes Road
and 6 mile with children of all
ages and Hohola with children
with special needs.

Thus our first staff training workshop was held on 12 February
2010 at our 6 Mile library on the topic of basic planning. The
main objective was to show teacher librarians how to plan
and organise daily activities, and the benefits of this plan-
ning, including time management and how best to utilise

their resources.

Key activities were discussed. Reading is always a must in
the library, whether it is reading to the children or allowing
them to read alone.

and management.

The children
attend the
libraries have
low literacy
levels and
may attend
infrequently
(especially at
Lawes Rd and
6 Mile). There-
fore the librar-
ies focus on
letter recogni-
tion and

touch on other curriculum topics like
maths, health and geography. How-
| ever, the main focus of each day is
448 to read to the children and expose
them to as many books as possible.

Discussions, open -ended questions
and constant dialogue are encour-
aged so that children learn that
books are not only for enjoyment but
can provide them immense knowl-
edge.

Staff participated whole heartedly in
this initial workshop and found it
highly beneficial. They also identified
other areas in which they would
really benefit from further training. Leanne, Margaret Lifu and
other Committee members will work together to provide
training on these topics, which include: how to use the books
to plan a topic/theme for discussion, how to ask questions
relating to the book and understanding the book, and how

to read to the children with meaning and

expression.

Well done to our presenters Leanne and Margaret on con-
ducting such a terrific workshop, and to our teacher librari-
ans for taking up the op-
Tane¥ies ST portunity for develop-

% S ment with such enthusi-




The Buk bilong Pikinini Christmas
celebrations kicked off bright and
early ready to bring some Christ-
mas joy to those less fortunate.
Our dedicated Committee mem-
bers were accompanied by Ivan
the Clown and copious amounts
of lollies, cordial, good spirits and
Christmas cheer. There were also
plenty of educational Christmas
activities for the children to col-
our, count, spell, create and gen-
erally involve themselves in for the
day.

The journey began at 6 Mile
where the children had learnt
some festive songs, along with
some very cute actions as a
thank you and welcome to us all.
WOW, what an amazing job they
all did. Their voices (tuned to per-
fection!) sang out lovingly with
very big smiles seen all round.

Buk bilong Pikinini would like to
thank Kathy Johnson who so gen-
erously supplied all of the lollies,
biscuits and cordial for the day.
The children were thrilled to know
that they could eat as much as
they liked AND take more home
with them.

Buk bilong Pikinini had been col-
lecting presents from various
groups throughout the previous
months and were overwhelmed
by t he ¢ o mgeoenosity.y
The ogift driveo
boys toys, little girls toys and eve-
rything in between! We had dolls,
cars, pens and pencils, back-
packs and spinning tops. Gift giv-
ers had been asked to label their
donated gifts as
sents and mark them according

to colour (blue or pink) along with
the age group that would be

most appropriate to receive the
gift. We only had a hand full of
6gi ftd mix wups
frowns were swiftly turned

o]

Wish you a Merry C

0

hristmas!

upside down thanks to a few quick
thinking Committee members who
played Santa and shuffled the gifts
to better suited owners.

Next stop was the hospital library

. where the children were thrilled to

see lvan the Clown. A small port-

| able CD player provided us with

Christmas carols and joined in for a
sing along. The children thoroughly
enjoyed the and were thrilled with
the chance to smile, sing and es-
cape the day to day of hospital life.

After such a great response from
our hospital kids, we were ready to
continue spreading the Christmas

cheer at our Lawes Road library. The

children were eagerly awaiting our
arrival and as a special treat they
had decorated the library for our

Christmas celebrations. The children

from Lawes Road had also learned
new songs to sing and the library
soon rang out with the sounds of
oJingle Bellso,
ORudol ph the Red
and many more happy tunes. To
top off the day and the children
went home thrilled that Santa had
visited them with lollies, drinks and
most importantly, some very treas-
ured presents.

Buk bilong Pikinini hopes to gain

o0 Whi f
No s ¢

enough support throughout this year
to make this special day possible for

Christmas 2010. The Committee
would like to thank everyone who
donated gifts and made the day a

; 3 very special one for the children of

n

Buk bilong Pikinini libraries.




